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Vermonters’ Views on Housing
Availability and Affordability

Key findings from a statewide telephone survey of 404 registered voters
Conducted February 12-16, 2026

Margin of error: £4.9 percentage points
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There is no debate among Vermonters: there is not enough

housing that people can afford.

Generally speaking, do you think Vermont has enough homes that
are affordable for average people to buy or rent, or not enough?

Don’t know/ Not sure
2%

83%

83% or more of voters in
every demographic,
Not enough geographic, and political
96 group say there is not

enough housing.
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The cost of housing is viewed as a huge problem, especially

for younger Vermonters.

Would you say that the cost of renting or buying a home in Vermont is a ...

m Major problem = Somewhat of a problem = Minor problem mNot really a problem

93% Major problem %

18-44 73

Ay 45-64 66
65 and older 66

Parents of <18 80

Non-parents 65

Northern counties 76

Chittenden 70

6% i Central counties 67

A% | Southern counties 63
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Even in the context of other key issues, housing is paramount
in importance.

Most important issues or challenges facing Vermont (1 to 2 chosen)

The cost and availability of housing

Taxes [ s0%
Healthcare costs [ sa%
Availability of good-paying jobs _ 16%
Education [N 15%
Inflation [N 129%
Crime _ 8%
The environment - 6%

49%

Renters — 69%

18-44 yos — 60%

Women — 57%

Income $50k-$100k — 54%
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Three in four say it’s important for the legislature to take
action on housing.

How important do you think it is that the state legislature takes action to deal with the housing situation in the state?

m Extremely important m Pretty important m Just somewhat important = Not that important ® Not important at all

80%
75%

67% 64%

14% 10%
- .
All Voters Democrats Independents Republicans

I LET’S
'H EE. IL) HOS

5



The cost of housing has real and extensive downstream
effects on people’s lives.

Have housing costs had a negative impact on your ability, or the ability of anyone you know
in your community in Vermont, to do any of the following?

All voters Age 18-44 %  Parents %
Rent or purchase a home _ 60% 72 71
Save for retirement _ 54% 67 60
Live in a neighborhood you or they want to live in _ 50% 63 66
Afford basic needs like groceries or medications _ 49% 67 60
Start a family - ER 62 58
Afford an education _ 33% 49 41
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Vermonters firmly reject two premises: more housing has to
hurt the environment and protecting communities from
change is a priority over building housing.

Which of the following is closer to your view?

It is possible to build more homes and also protect the environment

by avoiding new housing in natural areas and, instead, building in _ 81%
and near existing communities.

It is not possible to build more homes and also protect the

environment. Even if homes are built within and near existing 14%
communities, new homes will hurt the environment.

It is more important to build more homes in my community, so that
working people can afford to live here, than it is to protect the _ 76%

community from change.

It is more important to protect my community from change than it is o
: : 21%
to build more homes that working people can afford.
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In a mini “debate” about how to approach housing, voters come
down on the side of doing more by over two-to-one.

Which statement do you agree with more?
Rapidly building more homes youag

is the wrong way to address Vermont’s housing

o ) A - somewhat more m B - somewhat more
crisis. It would lead to overcrowdlng,. harm. the = A - much more = B - much more
environment, and hurt people’s quality of life.

Any development should be a gradual process 67%
to ensure a safe and sustainable long-term
solution.

STATEMENT B: Vermont's housing shortage is
hurting our economy and communities. A lack
of homes means sky-high housing costs, fewer
workers, struggling businesses, and an aging
population that threatens the viability of our
schools, hospitals, and essential services. We
can build homes, protect the environment and
create a more affordable and vibrant state.

29%
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Appendix: Profile of the Sample

Gender

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Household Income

Less than $50K - 23%
$50k-5100< [N 31%
stoo+ |
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Age
34% I35% 31%
18-44 45-64 65+

Housing Situation

Rent [ 15%

other [ 5%

41%

Party ID
34%

25%

IND GOP

Non-parent
77%
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